2008 Undergraduate Research Experience Feedback

Lai’s Group

Please comment on any positive feedback you have for the program:

Good learning experience.

Lots of fun.  Very educational.  Made me excited about Math research.

It was a great experience and a lot of fun.  I learned a lot of new math and a lot of Matlab programming skills.  I also learned a lot about research processes in general.

Cool introduction to math research, feasible topic to handle.

I had a generally positive experience during which time I learned a lot of new math and a lot about research in general.

Program was fun.  Great leader and graduate students.  Enjoyed “field trips”.

Please comment about your group leader:

He knows spline theory very well.

Genius.  Very helpful and good teacher.  Never gave us answers, only hints until we figured it out.

Extremely good in his field, had a vast wealth of knowledge to share with us.

He was very nice and helpful.

A bit more communication would be helpful.  Set high expectations, which I’m very glad about.

Dr. Lai was an effective group leader who I enjoyed working with.

Very intelligent.  Pushes hard, which I consider a good thing.

Please comment about the graduate students in your group:

When present they were very willing to help.

Very nice, helpful, too.  We had a lot of fun.

Really only worked with Dr. Lai but when grad. Students were there, they were helpful.

Didn’t see them that much.

We rarely ever worked with graduate students.

Very helpful and interesting to talk to.

Please comment on the logistics (time, room dates) of the program:

Great room, parking, and dates.

Everything was great.

Good

Good, nothing to do differently.
No comments or complaints.

Very good.

If the math department assisted you in finding housing, please comment on your experience:

Rooms were huge and very cozy.  It was great living with the other REU kids.
N/A

Reed hall was great.  Very convenient and spacious.
Very good experience.  Good roommate pairing, meal plan, and general living arrangement.

Very nice housing.

Please share any other comments here:

Paychecks could have been handled in a more timely manner.
I will recommend this experience highly to others.

Great program.

Additional Comments from Personal Interviews (Lenny Chastkofsky, July 25, 2008)
I interviewed all of the participants in Professor Lai’s REU (Katie Agle, James Alexander, Dustin Burns, Cooper Cunliffe, Grant Fiddyment, Tarik Trent, Max Mautner).

The participants expressed a high level of satisfaction with the program.  The problems were accessible and they made good progress on them.  They were especially impressed with Dr. Lai’s thorough knowledge of the subject.  They considered the experience very rewarding and learned a lot from it.
